


The East Peoria store will offer outdoor enthusiasts the size of 312 football fields of shopping with
the area’s largest selection of equipment and clothing for hunting, fishing, hiking, backpacking,
wildlife viewing, camping, outdoor cooking and more. A gift and nature center will also serve up a
wide variety of outdoor-related items from lamps and dishes to bird feeders and furniture. A
restaurant and themed bowling facility are also planned.

An expansive boat showroom will feature Tracker, Nitro, Mako and SunTracker boats built by
Tracker Marine Group — the world’s largest manufacturer of fishing boats. A boat service center
will also be available.

Stores are decorated in a cozy, hunting-lodge theme and boast an indoor water feature to
showcase fish species that are indigenous to the area. The company also is known for its outdoor-
skills workshops, teaching techniques such as fly fishing, Dutch oven cooking, archery hunting
and GPS navigation.

The deal ends months of speculation about whether one of the most prominent and popular
outdoor recreation goods companies would set up shop in East Peoria. It began last June when
Morris visited the city, scouting sites for a possible new store location.

While no commitment was made then, the city still moved ahead with an engineering study of the
property. Information from that study, conducted by AECOM in January, focused mostly on
construction and infrastructure costs and permits needed for a “major outdoor retailer” to
develop the property. While Bass Pro was not named as the potential developer, it was hard
pressed not to think otherwise.

The new East Peoria store should be a significant draw for the area because no other Bass Pro
Shops exist in Illinois between Bolingbrook and St. Charles, Mo. Bass Pro Shops stores rank
among the top tourist attractions in their respective states, with well over 100 million people
visiting their stores annually.

Its major competitors in the United States include retailers such as Cabela’s and Dick’s Sporting
Goods. Across the river in Peoria, similar outdoor stores like Gander Mountain, Presley’s
Outdoors and Bushwhacker will vie for the same market.

Netting Bass Pro will also help further the development of the Downtown 2010 project -- 89 acres
of vacant land between West Washington and Camp streets -- set to begin construction this

summer.

Leslie Williams can be reached at 686-3188 or Iwilliams@pjstar.com.





