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Noah’s Ark site ready for a flood of new
construction

St. Louis Business Journal - by Evan Binns
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Block 4000, the first phase of the development, will
consist of a five-story building featuring almost 293,000 square feet of commercial and SITE SECTIONS
retail space on the ground floor, as well as 196 residential units on the upper floors.

Small
The development, planned for the 26-acre site of the former Noah's Ark restaurant and Business
motel, calls for a total of 540 residential units, 250,000 square feet of retail space and Center
150,000 square feet of offices. Sponsored by
Fairfigld B ett er
The lead architect is PCM + d, a subsidiary of Cullinan. Chesterfield-based Brinkmann it
Constructors is the general contractor, and Cole & Associates is the civil engineer. Business Center Candidates.
Construction on the first phase is expected to employ up to 200 workers, and developers Better Price.
estimate 1,000 jobs will be created once the stores, restaurants and offices there open for Entrepreneur
business. Success
Stories
Work on the development originally had been slated to begin more than two years ago. In  Find out how they Limited time only!
fact, the development had an official groundbreaking in Fall 2008. But the project quickly =~ ™2¢et Save up to 25%
was knocked off course because of tightened credit markets, said Jeff Giebelhausen, a w0 Seloct Mk Pestiian
partner with Peoria, Ill.-based Cullinan. Daily 3
. ) . . . I Update
It gained traction again in late January when Cullinan received $40 million in bonds from Sian uo for the

the St. Charles City Council. The city-backed Neighborhood Improvement Bonds are Daily Update
approved for upgrades to streets, sewer and waterlines at the site.

Then on April 26, the city of St. Charles approved the site plan for the project’s first Company
building.

St. Charles Mayor Patti York has said that without the bonds in place, it might have been
another two or three years before construction would start. monstercom

To date, one office tenant has signed a contract for 8,000 square feet of commercial space
in the project, according to Boon. She declined to disclose the identity of the tenant.

Boon said the development would create an upscale community at one of the most
prominent spots in the city of St. Charles.

“Economically, this is a really good thing for St. Charles because the site sat dormant for
s0 long,” she said.

Even before Noah's Ark was shuttered, the motel had an occupancy rate that hovered
between just 12 percent and 15 percent, Boon said.

“It has cleaned up a derelict site, and it's going to make a grand entrance to St. Charles
and St. Charles County,” she said.
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